
 

FUNDED EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE – 2 YEAR OLDS WEF 1 APRIL 2026  

Funded early learning and childcare is free to parents as the costs are met by the Scottish Government.   
 
In Accordance with Scottish Government legislation from August 2021, eligible 2-year-olds will be able to access up to 
1140 hours per year of funded early learning and childcare.   
 
Early Learning and Childcare funded places for eligible 2 Year Olds are available within some Council nurseries, some 
of our funded provider settings and with some registered childminders.  Information on settings where this provision is 
available can be found on the Glasgow Family Information Service (https://www.gfis.org.uk/) 
 
Who’s eligible?  
Funded early learning and childcare is available if your child is aged 2 and is or, since they turned 2, has been:  

• looked after by a local council 

• the subject of a kinship care order 

• the subject of a guardianship order 

Your child can also access funded ELC if they have turned 2 and you were yourself care experienced at any point during 
your own childhood. You should speak to the nursery if you feel you meet this criteria.  

Your child can also get funded early learning and childcare if they have turned 2 and you get one of these benefits: 

• Income Support 

• Job Seeker's Allowance (income based) 

• any income related element of Employment and Support Allowance 

• Incapacity or Severe Disablement Allowance 

• State Pension Credit 

• support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

If you are on Universal Credit, then your household take-home pay can be £885 a month or less. 

When does entitlement begin and end? 
 
Two year old children who meet the eligibility criteria as outlined above can access provision from the start of the first 
term AFTER their second birthday OR the start of the first term AFTER the parent starts receiving those named benefits 
or tax credits.   
 
How do you apply? 
 
If you think you may be eligible to access this provision and wish to apply, you must make an application to the Council 
to check whether you meet the eligibility criteria.  You must also apply to the nursery or via the Scottish Childminding 
Association for a place.  Both you, and the nursery you have chosen or SCMA , will receive confirmation of whether you 
are eligible for a funded place or not.  Places will be allocated in line with any appropriate admissions policies. 
Applications to check your  eligibility can be made online using the following link: 
 
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/article/17458/Early-Learning--Childcare 
 
If you are found not to be eligible, you can still take up a place for your two year old but you would have to meet the 
costs yourself. 
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